A PRESENTATION IN TEN LEAVES

EIGHT

WOMEN

who wrote as men

They signed their novels with a man's name to be read at all. Here are their faces, their real names, and the work that

outlived the disguise.

| "Anon ... was often a woman.”
— VIRGINIA WOOLF, A ROOM OF ONE'S OWN

o

BRONTES SHELDON ] NORTON
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EXHIBIT A — MOTIVE

Why hide behind a man's name?

Not one reason but three, recurring across two centuries of publishing.

MOTIVE O1

Prejudice
Work signed by a woman was routinely dismissed as trivial
"lady's fiction.' A man's name meant being judged on the page

alone.

MOTIVE 02

Privacy

A pen name kept a wall between public authorship and
private life — scandal, politics, and unconventional
loves stayed off the title page.

MOTIVE 03

Genre

Realism and science fiction were read as men's territory.

Entering as a woman often meant not being let in at all.
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PHOTOGRAPH - GEORGE SAND IN LATER LIFE

The most famous French novelist of her d:l), photﬂgl’:lphcd after decades

n{‘pulﬁlishing under a name she chose at S
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PORTRAIT - DANIEL GAVARNI

Painted in the tailored menswear she wore

without the permit France rc«]uircd.

LEAF I — PARIS, 1831

I HER NAME - AMANTINE AURORE DUPIN |

= 70 novels and 50+ volumes more — more celebrated in Britain than Hugo or Balzac.
Wore men's clothing without the required permit, and smoked in public where no permit could excuse it.
A Romantic-movement rebel whose books rail against what marriage does to women.

Advised the provisional government after the 1848 Revolution.

"the heart of a man and the mind of an angel”
— VICTOR HUGO, AT HER FUNERAL



LEAF II — WARWICKSHIRE, 1819

| HER NAME © MARY ANN EVANS I

PHOTOGRAPH - c. 1881 - NPG
Tl et iehe ead At hat 110 it the = Declared war on trivial fiction in "Silly Novels by Lady Novelists" — then wrote serious realism under a man's name.

whole 11\'1din3Y world knew who Eliot was.

Ran the left-wing Westminster Review as editor in all but title.
= Lived openly with philosopher George Henry Lewes — married in everything but law.

— Used the word "pop” for music in an 1862 letter, a century ahead of the charts.

PORTRAIT - GEORGE RICHMOND, 1860 - MET MUSEUM
Drawn at the lwigh[ of her powers, five years into the pen name that lec

her realism be taken SCI'inLlSI}.
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THE BRONTE SISTERS - BRANWELL BRONTE, 1835 - NPG LONDON

t\r‘me, El“il)‘, ﬂnd Chl\r]O[[e, })'x‘in[ed 17}7 [heir bl'o[her oy \\'ho TC}’)Or[Cd]'\' Crﬂsed himse]‘: ":foﬂ" [he gﬂp be[\veen
them. Eleven years later they would publish as three men.
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LEAVES: LTI« LVeer Vo —+HAWORTH- PARSONAGE

e L

= Their joint poetry debur as "the Bells" sold exactly three copies in 1846.

= One year later: Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights, and Agnes Grey — all published as men.
= Educated largely from their facher's library in an isolated Yorkshire parsonage.

— Even "Bronté&" was invented — their Irish father remade the family name from Prunty.



LEAF VI — SCIENCE FICTION, 1967

Gt

I HER NAME - ALICE BRADLEY SHELDON l

— Army supply officer, then Air Force major, then a stint in the CIA, then a psychology PhD.

= Critics read the prose as unmistnkably male — one compared "Tiptree" to Hemingway.

vy 'Ihc 1977 measking S[\,‘lﬂﬂCd science f‘lCtiOl’l ﬂﬂd its assumpti(ms ﬂbOUt l’lOW gCﬂdCT TCZldS on a pagc.

PHOTOGRAPH - ALICE BRADLEY SHELDON
"ineluctably masculine”

"The woman science fiction spent a decade assuming was a man — an Air Force major and }75)‘(‘|1nw|<sgisl writing
— CRITIC ROBERT SILVERBERG, ON HER WRITING

under a name taken from a jar of marmalade.
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LEAF VII — CLEVELAND, 1912

()\/

| HER NAM.E . ALICE MARY NORTON I

— Went further than a byline — legally changed her name to Andre in 1934.

— Published 21 novels before she could afford to write full-time in 1958; 130 in all.

= First woman in the Science Fiction & Fantasy Hall of Fame, first female Gandalf and SFWA Grand Master.

PORTRAIT - ANDRE NORTON
A Cleveland librarian for eighteen years who wrote science fiction on the side — and became the genre's first

woman Grand Master.
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PORTRAIT - JOHN SINGER SARGENT
S;u‘gcnt c;lugh[ her mid/thnugl][, spcc[n(lcs and all —a pm‘[rni[ of an
intellect racher than a bc:luny, which is cxum]y how she wanted to be

read.
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PHOTOGRAPH - VIOLET PAGET

Dressed 4 la gargonne, as she did all her

life.

LEAF VIII — FLORENCE

| HER NAME - VIOLET PAGET |

= Master of supernatural fiction and aesthetic theory — and she used the name Vernon Lee in private life too.
— Brought the German idea of Einfiihlung into English, shaping what we now call "empathy."
= Wrote travel essays about the psychological effect of a place rather than its sights.

— Sidelined for opposing the First World War; recovered by feminist scholars in the 1990s.



EXHIBIT B — VERDICT

The masks came OH: The bOOkS stayed.

Every disguise on these leaves was eventually lifted — and the work outlived the prejudice that made the disguise necessary.

FINDING O1 FINDING 02 FINDING 03

It was never about the writing The canon corrected itself The question is still open

The same pages praised as masculine genius were written by Eliot, the Brontés, Sand — taught today under the names Initials and neutral bylines still appear on covers today.

women. The reception changed; the prose never did. they were born with, beside the men they once outsold. The calculation these eight women made has not fully
retired.
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Eight women. Eight masks. One verdict.

Sand - Eliot - the three Bells - Sheldon - Norton - Paget — the pen was always hers.
& if 'y

ADAPTED FROM 8 FAMOUS WOMEN WRITERS WHO WROTE UNDER MALE PSEUDONYMS
BY CATHERINE DENT, MA — THECOLLECTOR - PORTRAITS VIA THE SOURCE ARTICLE
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https://www.thecollector.com/famous-women-writers-male-pseudonyms/

